1. Introduction. Problems involving a random permutation are often concerned with the cycle structure of the permutation. Let tY.n be the n! permutation operators on n numbered places, and let a(X) = (aI(Q), x2(Q), ***, ;r)) designate the cycle class of X E .Y. 9 that is, permutation nr has xcl(Q) cycles of length 1, a2(7r) cycles of length 2, *--. Suppose the elements of 9Yn are assigned probability 1/n! each. In a variety of problems one seeks limiting (large n) properties of random variables which depend on 7r only by way of oa(X). In the matching problem, for instance, the result limn prob {la = 0} = e-' is an old one [ Here, the parameter z which has been introduced is such that 0 < z < 1 and is the same for each j = 1, 2,-.. From now on, probabilities and expectation based on the family (2) will carry subscript z, while those based on (1) will carry subscript n.
We 
